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at Madame de Maintenon's or else had a game of
cards with some ladies. He always loved music
and comedy and often heard: "Le Bourgeois
Gentilhomme", "Le Cocu Imaginaire" and "Ge-
orges Dandin"; he took an interest in works of
art and literature, forced himself into an inquiry
into affairs of State, and his seventy-six years did
not seem to weigh heavy on him.

Despite very bad weather, he hunted'as he had
in his youth; he spent hours walking at Versailles
and Marly; he ate just as hearty meals, and endured
great fatigue without complaint. The unex-
pected death of the Duke of Berry on 4th May 1714
caused a renewal of his anxiety about the Regency.
Besides, he missed the good-natured., unassuming
and charming man whose disposition reminded him
of his brother, the Duke of Burgundy.

In less than four years five of his family had been
taken from him; there remained only a frail sickly
great-grandson, too young to be instructed in his
future responsibilities. His hopes were centred on
that child whose least ailment made the Court
tremble; and who was watched over with the greatest
devotion. On 151*1 May 1712 Versailles learned
with concern of the fever and convulsions of the
Dauphin; some time after, severe pains and disturb-
ing fainting fits added to the courtiers* terror. Some-
times he got into such a weak state that the doctors
feared a premature end. Till he was six years old
neuralgia caused him considerable suffering. On
3*d March 1712 the Dauphin had such pain that he
howled all night; the next day Marechal the king's